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How are you 
using the 
autonomy granted 
to charters from 
state law or rules 
to improve 
student success, 
as defined by 
your charter?

 Some answered that they do not know what autonomy 
charters have

 Some pointed to specific examples, such as teacher 
evaluations

 Some cited freedom to pursue the school’s mission without 
district bureaucracy

 I believe that whatever autonomy that [we enjoy] is not due to 
any autonomy from state law or rules per se, but rather is 
autonomy from district oversight or district rules. 



If you could obtain 
additional 
autonomy from 
state law or rules, 
from which 
requirements 
would you most 
want to seek 
autonomy?

 Some felt charters have enough autonomy or that autonomy 
should come with performance

 Additional autonomy should be given based on results. If charter 
schools meet certain levels of performance, they should be 
exempted from some USBE rules (e.g. 990/180 rule), or USCB 
protocols (e.g. enrollment caps).

 Some want more autonomy in testing or accountability
 Best teaching practices dictate that we should be using a variety of 

different evaluations and assessments to measure student growth 
and proficiency.

 Some want more autonomy in curriculum or course 
requirements

 We teach health components and character ed/anti-drug and 
alcohol curriculum, but to have a step by step curriculum handed 
to us and told us we have to deliver the curriculum is burdensome. 
The mandatory 20 hours of anti-alcohol instruction takes away 
lessons and hours that are vital to our charter.

 Other things were also mentioned, such as data privacy and 
reporting



If you had 
additional 
autonomy from 
state law or rules, 
how would you 
use that 
autonomy to 
improve student 
success?

 Some responded that they could put more emphasis on the 
classroom or students

 I would be spending more time in teachers’ classrooms. I 
would be observing students in classes. Talking with students.

 Some responded that they would be more free to innovate
 More autonomy will empower our governing board to be more 

flexible in designing our programs and utilizing our funds. This 
flexibility could give us more room to freely experiment new and 
different programs to find more innovative methods to improve 
student learning. 
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