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MINUTES OF THE  
UTAH STATE CHARTER SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 

Wednesday, February 12 & 13, 2014 – Board Rooms 
USOE 

 
APPROVED 

February 12, 2014 
Members Present: 
Chair Tim Beagley 
Vice Chair Dean Brockbank 
Member Laura Belnap 
Member Bruce Davis 
Member Kristin Elinkowski 
Member Robert Enger 
 
Members Absent: 
Member Howard Headlee 
 
Staff present: 
Marlies Burns 
Jennifer Lambert 
Janene Bowen 
Jo Schmitt 
 
Others present: 

Kim Burningham, Teresa Theurer, Cassie Hays, Tina Smith, Jonie Jenkins, Amy Saunder, Jeremy 
Mortenson, Steve Winitzky, John Tripp, Jake Anderegg, Mike Glauser, Brent Pace, Dave Hoffman, matt 
Throckmorton, Albert Noppers, Michele Noppers, John McGroarty, Kit Workman, Darren Beck, 
Sherrain Reber, Chuck Williams, Tyler Bastian, Shelley Nordick, Joy Palmer, Joshua Peterson, David 
Sharette, Kim Dohrer, Joylin Lincoln, Grace Mitchell 
 
 

Call to Order 
Chair Tim Beagley called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 
New charter school presentations and governing board capacity interviews 

• MyOptions proposes to open a statewide online school with an ultimate enrollment of 500 students in 
grades K-12, beginning in the 2014-2015 school year.  MyOptions’ mission is to inspire students to the 
highest level of achievement – Excellence. MyOptions is an Interactive Distance e-Learning School, 
which also provides a small physical facility located central to the school’s target demographic. 
MyOptions subscribes to the motto: “Learning starts with the individual” and provides an 
individualized education to each student within the school’s instructional framework; creating 
customized educational plans for every student based on their assessed individual needs. The purpose of 
MyOptions is to bring individualized education to mainstream students in a distance e-learning model. 
 

• Utah Military Academy proposes to open three campuses, located in Layton, Bluffdale, and 
Washington County with an ultimate enrollment of 1080 students in grades 7-12, beginning in the 2014-
2015 school year.  The Utah Military Academy will prepare cadets as leaders to thrive in any 
competitive environment upon graduation with a focus on entrance into the military academies, ROTC 
scholarship programs in colleges and universities or other technically challenging opportunities related 
to the military culture. All of which result in maximizing their potential throughout life. 
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• Athenian eAcademy proposes to open in several Utah rural school districts with an ultimate enrollment 
of 1050 students in grades K-12, beginning in the 2014-2015 school year.  Athenian eAcademy is 
dedicated to delivering a rigorous, standards-based education utilizing a unique, blended technology 
approach in rural areas where school choice is limited to the local school district or homeschooling 
through traditional methods or an online educational program. By cultivating a community of learning 
and academic excellence, Athenian eAcademy will bolster the number of underrepresented students who 
successfully complete advanced level secondary coursework and attain college degrees. 
 

• Roots High School proposes to open in West Valley City with an ultimate enrollment of 300 students in 
grades 9-12, beginning in the 2014-2015 school year.  Roots Charter High School targets students who 
are at risk of academic failure in the greater West Valley City area and instill them with the knowledge, 
skills and ability to live healthy, productive and sustainable lives. Graduates are proficient in math and 
reading and well prepared for post-secondary education through authentic learning that develops 
ecological literacy, academic accomplishment, strong character, and a commitment to community. 

 

• GreenWood proposes to open in Ogden with an ultimate enrollment of 530 students in grades K-6, 
beginning in the 2015-2016 school year.  The mission of GreenWood is to provide a quality, holistic 
education to all students by providing opportunities for them to be active, knowledgeable, creative, and 
conscientious individuals. GreenWood inspires a healthy balance in life through experiential learning, 
healthy eating habits, exercise, personal discovery, service learning, and environmental stewardship. 

 

• Terra Academy proposes to open in Vernal with an ultimate enrollment of 650 students in grades K-12, 
beginning in the 2015-2016 school year. Terra Academy focuses on each student as a “unique” whole 
person in a global society by providing individualized instruction in a community learning model 
through educational experiences including a broad range of curricular options and project-based learning 
opportunities that nourish individual talents, skills, and desires. 
 

• Vanguard Academy proposes to open in West Valley City with an ultimate enrollment of 450 students 
in grades 7-12, beginning in the 2015-2016 school year.  Vanguard Academy’s mission is to empower 
our students to excel in college with exceptional math, science and leadership skills, inspired by music 
and a passion for learning. To prepare students for success in college, our curricular program will focus 
heavily on Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math, essentially a STEM program of study. 
However, Vanguard’s founders could not ignore the tremendous amount of research showing that a 
strong arts program, especially the musical arts, accentuates a STEM program, and the addition of the 
arts launched our STEM focus into a STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math) 
curricular program. 

 

• iTech Academy proposes to open in Midvale with an ultimate enrollment of 400 students in grades 7-
12, beginning in the 2015-2016 school year.  The mission of iTech is to educate, empower and equip our 
students for the life they choose while at school and beyond graduation. Within a small, caring 
community, our laser-focused educational design provides each student with an individually crafted 
learning experience through the use of cutting-edge technology, dynamic teaching and holistic 
mentoring. 
 
Eric Lindsey, Board Chair of iTech Academy informed the SCSB that the board has made a decision to 
withdraw their charter school application.  Mr. Lindsey apologized to the SCSB for the time they have 
spent reading and reviewing the application, but informed them they will be among next year’s 
applications. 
 
Director Marlies Burns suggested allowing iTech Academy to return to the SCSB once progress has 
been shown by implementation of the program to East Hollywood High School; showing evidence of 
improved student performance that can be directly tied to the new program presented in the iTech 
Academy application.  In addition, to consider their application in June or July, keeping the school on 



3 

track for opening in the 2015-2016 school year.  Representatives of iTech Academy expressed their 
desire to return in 3-4 months to present progress of the implemented program. 

 

• mStar Academies proposes to open in Jordan School District with an ultimate enrollment of 1250 
students in grades K-12, beginning in the 2015-2016 school year.  At mStar Academies we believe in 
the principles that our Nation was founded upon; that we welcome and learn from the countries 
represented therein. We revolutionize each student’s learning by building upon successful principles 
found in both America’s education system and that of leaders in the international marketplace. In doing 
so we are creating a strong foundation that gives our student’s a competitive edge. We collaborate with 
institutes of higher education to provide our students with an accelerated learning experience that builds 
and enhances their strengths. This approach enables us to guide our students from Kindergarten through 
the 12th grade with the opportunity of acquiring a Bachelor’s degree in addition to their High School 
diploma. 

 
 
Adjourn: Motion was made by Member Bruce Davis to adjourn meeting at 3:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

February 13, 2014 
Members Present: 
Chair Tim Beagley 
Vice Chair Dean Brockbank 
Member Laura Belnap 
Member Bruce Davis 
Member Kristin Elinkowski 
Member Robert Enger 
Member Howard Headlee 
 
Staff present: 
Marlies Burns 
Jennifer Lambert 
Janene Bowen 
Jo Schmitt 
 
Others present: 
Kim Burningham, Freddie Cooper, Teresa Theurer, Tyler Bastian, Cassie Hays, Albert Noppers, Michele 
Noppers, Lincoln Fillmore, Shelley Nordick, Jonie Jenkins, Brent Pace, Jessie Kidd, Mike Glauser 
 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Chair Tim Beagley led the board in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 
Public Comment 
Shelley Nordick from Jordan School District expressed her concern regarding innovative fast track applications.  
She stated the timeline of the fast track applications impact schools in area and parents of the students.  Ms 
Nordick suggested moving the timeline date to January or February to allow the parents to have a clearer picture 
of all the choices they have for their child’s education.  Ms. Nordick stated the SCSB has worked hard in 
establishing procedures that will ensure new charter schools are successful, but questioned if the SCSB can be 
as confident that these new charter schools can be as successful if a year of planning is eliminated.  
 
 
Board Chair Report 
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Board Chair Tim Beagley informed the SCSB there are two schools that are scheduled to open in fall of2014 
who have not yet secured a facility.  They were required by board rule to inform the SCSB of their facility by 
January 1st.  Those schools are Kairos Academy and Wasatch Institute of Technology. 
 
 
Approval Consent Calendar 
MOTION: Member Laura Belnap moved and Member Robert Enger seconded to approve the consent calendar 
(minutes of the SCSB meeting held January 17, 2014). The motion was carried unanimously. 
 
 
Recommendations for new charter schools 
Following directions and discussion the following motions and actions were taken: 
MOTION: Member Kristin Elinkowski moved and Member Bruce Davis seconded to recommend Terra 
Academy be listed as the SCSB’s number one prioritized school for approval to the USBE, to open in the 2015-
2016 school year.  The motion was carried unanimously. 
 
MOTION: Member Robert Enger moved and Member Bruce Davis seconded to recommend for approval to 
the USBE Utah Military Academy, with a single campus, to open in 2014-2015. 
MOTION AMENDMENT: Member Kristin Elinkowski moved and Member Bruce Davis seconded to 
recommend for approval to the USBE two campuses, one campus to open in fall 2014 and one campus (a 
satellite campus) to open in the fall of 2015 contingent upon receiving JROTC status and meeting 90% 
enrollment numbers as of October 1st.  The motion passed with affirmative votes from Members Kristin 
Elinkowski, Robert Enger and Bruce Davis and Chair Tim Beagley; with Vice Chair Dean Brockbank and 
Member Laura Belnap voting in opposition. 
 
MOTION: Vice Chair Dean Brockbank moved to recommend for approval to the USBE Roots Charter High 
School as SCSB’s second priority for the 2015-2016 school year with 300 students.  Because of no second to 
the motion, the motion failed. 
 
MOTION: Member Laura Belnap moved and Member Kristin Elinkowski seconded to direct Roots Charter 
High School to submit a revised application in June or July of this year, to work with the Charter School staff 
for assistance, to open in the fall of 2015.  The motion passed with affirmative votes from Members Laura 
Belnap, Kristin Elinkowski, Robert Enger and Bruce Davis; with Chair Tim Beagley and Vice Chair Dean 
Brockbank voting in opposition. 
 
MOTION: Member Kristin Elinkowski moved and Member Robert Enger seconded to recommend for 
approval to the USBE MyOptions as SCSB’s second priority to open in the fall of 2015.  Motion passed with 
affirmative votes by Members Kristin Elinkowski, Robert Enger, Bruce Davis, Chair Tim Beagley and Vice 
Chair Dean Brockbank.  Member Laura Belnap abstained from the vote. 
 
MOTION: Vice Chair Dean Brockbank moved to recommend for approval to the USBE Vanguard Academy 
as SCSB’s third priority for the 2015 fall opening.  Because of no second to the motion, the motion failed. 
 
MOTION: Member Kristin Elinkowski moved to recommend for approval to the USBE GreenWood as 
SCSB’s third priority and Vanguard Academy as SCSB’s fourth priority to open in the fall of 2015.  Because 
of no second to the motion, the motion failed. 
 
MOTION: Member Laura Belnap moved and Member Robert Enger seconded to recommend for approval to 
the USBE GreenWood as SCSB’s third priority to open in the fall of 2015.  The motion was carried 
unanimously.   
 
MOTION: Vice Chair Dean Brockbank moved and Member Kristin Elinkowski seconded to recommend for 
approval to the USBE Vanguard Academy as SCSB’s fourth priority to open in the fall of 2015; contingent 
they work with Director Marlies Burns and the Charter School Staff to improve their academic goals and 
improve in their charter with procedure for making those goals are met.  The motion passed with affirmative 
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votes from Members Kristin Elinkowski, Bruce Davis, Chair Tim Beagley and Vice Chair Dean Brockbank; 
Members Laura Belnap and Robert Enger voting in opposition. 
 
MOTION: Vice Chair Dean Brockbank moved to recommend for approval to the USBE Athenian eAcademy 
as SCSB’s fifth priority choice to open in the fall of 2015, with enrollment of 650 students.  Because of no 
second to the motion, the motion failed. 
 
After additional discussion, MOTION: Vice Chair Dean Brockbank moved and Member Robert Enger 
seconded to invite Athenian eAcademy to work with the Charter School staff to revise their application and 
return to the SCSB in June or July for approval recommendation to open in fall 2015.  The motion was carried 
unanimously. 
 
Teresa Theurer, representative of the Board of Regents, expressed her concern relating to the discussion with 
MStar Academies during their presentation on February 12th.  Ms. Theurer stated she had an opportunity to 
speak with the Dean at Tooele USU and with Commissioner Buhler regarding their “being on board” with the 
opportunity of high school students receiving bachelor’s degrees and was informed they are not “on board” with 
that concept.  Ms. Theurer suggested MStar Academies may want to clear up the idea of receiving bachelor’s 
degrees in their high school, so parents will have an understanding that might not happen. 
 
Chair Tim Beagley directed MStar Academies to revise their application, to work with the Charter School Staff 
and be prepared to present their application with the next round of applicants for the fall of 2016. 
 
 
State Board of Education meeting update 
Member Kristin Elinkowski informed the SCSB of events of the last USBE meeting.  The performance audit for 
distance learning and online education programs in Utah schools was discussed.  Ms. Elinkowski referred to an 
executive summary that had been distributed.  Charter School funding was another agenda item that was 
discussed. 
 
 
Legislative items 
Director Marlies Burns led the discussion of bills that are being discussed during this legislative session.   

• HB 104 – School Planning and Zoning Compliance 
After discussion MOTION: Member Howard Headlee moved and Member Robert Enger seconded to oppose 
HB104 for the purposes of being recorded on the tracking sheet.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

• HB 116 – School Construction Modifications 
Chair Tim Beagley informed the SCSB that no group has taken a position on HB116.  No action or position was 
taken on HB116 by the SCSB. 
 
 
Adjourn 
MOTION: Member Bruce Davis moved to adjourn at 11:15 a.m. 


