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SPOTLIGHT:  BRIDGE ELEMENTARY 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
                     

 
 

 

Director’s Message 

It is April and the weather is starting to reflect that beautiful reality ����.  

I want to make you all aware that we have made some features of the UCAP Directory 
available to the public here. This is information that you should have displayed on your 
website already. When there are changes at your school/governing board, please continue to 
make those changes in the UCAP; which will keep the information in the directory up to 
date.  
As we look to the (hopefully near) future when we can once again offer in-person trainings, 
we are thinking about the benefits of in-person meetings and trainings vs. remote meetings 
and trainings. For example, we have noticed a significant increase in attendance for Charter 
Directors meetings since transitioning to virtual meetings amidst the pandemic, but virtual 
meetings provide less opportunity to network with each other. So, to help us we would like 
you to fill out this Google Form letting us know your preference. 

––Jennifer  
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Bridge Elementary School focuses on personalized learning where each student has an individualized learning plan. Under 
the direction of Lani Rounds and the Board, Bridge Elementary has had an amazing starting year.  

Designed for success from the beginning, the school was created with an open concept plan with three rooms for small 
group instruction within each main class pod. This floorplan allows for teacher specialists to interact with each student daily 
while they also have time for computer-aided instruction and rotations.  

Bridge believes before and after school interaction is important in order to accommodate working families, so they offer 
free supervision from 7:30am-8:30am before school. They also offer free after school clubs from 3:30pm-4:30pm which all 
students are able to utilize. Additionally, the school also offers not only breakfast but lunch, totaling three meals served 
daily.  

Bridge is serious about keeping its community informed! They are active not only by calling and sending home paperwork 
to parents and guardians, but they also have an active social media presence. There are regular posts on Twitter, Instagram, 
and Facebook. Parents and guardians have the ability to reach out through traditional methods such as email and phone, but 
can also direct message the school on social media and receive information, answers to questions, and more quickly and 
easily. 

We are excited to spotlight Bridge Academy and look forward to seeing them flourish.  

 

April 2021 

https://ucap.schools.utah.gov/ContactDirectory
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeVAjf2_TTxzHfQgFcWoZUOfeWycBsPmJfxRnlgJSoeSd6HIQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
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DEAR DR. ED 

  

 Open and Public Meeting Act and Website Requirement audit 

State Charter School Board (SCSB) staff recently performed the Open and Public Meeting Act audit and 
Website Requirement audit. The focus of the audit was to review whether the charter schools authorized by the 
SCSB are following the Open and Public Meetings Act and if the charter schools’ website include items 
required by Board Rule R277-551-5.  

While comparing the 2018 (prior audit) to 2020 (current audit) data, it has been noted that, in general, there has 
been a significant increase in following the requirements of the Open and Public Meetings Act as well as Board 
Rule R277-551-5 by the SCSB authorized charter schools.  

For example, increase in posting on the Public Notice website (any public materials distributed at the meeting, 
copy of the approved minutes of the open meeting, Board meeting agenda), audio recordings (available within 
three days of holding an open meeting) on the school’s website, and posting of the Board annual meeting 
schedule on the school’s website.   

However, there are still a significant number of schools missing on many of the required items such as monthly 
financial reports, the number of new students that will be admitted into the school, timelines for a transfer, 
procedures for transferring to or from a charter school, the name, qualification, and contact information of all 
charter school governing board members, etc. 

It is strongly recommended that the schools follow the Open and Public Meetings Act and the website include 
items required by Board Rule R277-551-5 (Charter School Information for Students and Parents), as these 
information help the students and parents make informed decision.  

 

 

 
Dear Dr. Ed,  
Is it really fair to give standardized tests when this year has 
been far from standardized? What is being discussed? 
Sincerely, Confused 
 
Dear Confused, 
The answer to this question will vary depending on how people 
view the role of tests. 
In theory, state tests are supposed to identify students with the 
greatest academic needs so that more resources and support can 
be directed to them. In fact, that’s supposed to be one of their 
most important functions, Anne Hyslop (Alliance for Excellent 
Education) said. Yet she also noted that these tests can feel 
punitive precisely because schools and districts don’t 
necessarily receive additional funding and resources even after 
test scores reveal their needs for more support. 
Some, like Josh Starr of PDK International, have argued that 
policymakers and educators should proceed on the assumption 
that the pandemic has hit socioeconomically disadvantaged and 
underserved students especially hard, and that they should be 
totally committed to getting these students more money and 
support without waiting for (or needing) state tests to indicate 
there’s a problem. 
 

THEME OF THE MONTH 

 
As Daniel Koretz of the Harvard Graduate School of Education told us 
late last year: “I wouldn’t want to see what little instruction we’re able 
to give kids now consumed by test prep.” In Cardona’s confirmation 
hearing, Sen. Richard Burr, R-N.C., said he didn’t think the tests and 
accompanying evaluation system were the right thing for schools to be 
worrying about. 
Yet others believe federally mandated tests have only become more 
important during the pandemic. That’s basically the position of the 
leaders of the education committees in Congress, Sen. Patty Murray, 
D-Wash., and Rep. Bobby Scott, D-Va. Wallin noted that the tests 
provide a window into student performance and needs across districts 
and states that other measures simply don’t. While the shift to remote 
learning for many students is far from standard, she said, the 
disparities concerning resources and access to quality learning the 
pandemic has exacerbated are all too standard for many students. Both 
she and Hyslop said that state assessments should be considered one 
tool among many to help educators, parents, and students during the 
pandemic. 
“It’s critically important that we know how states are doing, and that 
includes how they’re doing academically,” Hyslop said. “We should 
be thoughtful about how the assessments are used.” 
(taken from a report at edweek.org/policy-politics) 

––Dr. Ed U. Cation 
 
 
 

 

   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title52/Chapter4/52-4-P2.html?v=C52-4-P2_1800010118000101
https://rules.utah.gov/publicat/code/r277/r277-551.htm
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title52/Chapter4/52-4-P2.html?v=C52-4-P2_1800010118000101
https://rules.utah.gov/publicat/code/r277/r277-551.htm
https://rules.utah.gov/publicat/code/r277/r277-551.htm
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title52/Chapter4/52-4-P2.html?v=C52-4-P2_1800010118000101
https://rules.utah.gov/publicat/code/r277/r277-551.htm
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OUTSTANDING IN OUR FIELD 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SCHOOLS 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

  

 

 
• The Utah State Charter School Board is 

pleased to announce a scholarship 
application program for attendees to 
participate in the UAPCS Annual Charter 
School Conference on June 8-9. Apply 
for scholarship by 5:00 PM on April 30th 
at 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIp
QLSfDHrdbmUUuuGIewPXEeZstDZ3Y
2-O_eCCUMGK30zUQ3krldg/viewform  

• Mentoring trainings are available at 
https://www.utahscsb.org/mentoring.  
Contact Marie.Steffensen@schools.utah.gov 
for more information.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
• Congratulations to Karin Petty of Hawthorn Academy for being awarded as March 2021's 

Employee of the Month of SCSB Authorized Schools  
• In the State Charter School Board's March 4th meeting, Voyage Academy was spotlighted for 

their excellent financial metrics. You can see their, and other schools' spotlights at 
https://utahscsb.org/school-spotlights  

 

• Has your charter school governing 
board done its annual training on the 
Open and Public Meetings Act yet?  The 
Office of the State Auditor has a training for 
you  

• Pluralsight One, with USBE, is offering 
grant licenses to LEAs to provide course 
training for computer science, business, 
and technology. If interested, email 
amber.hellstrom@schools.utah.gov with 
the subject Pluralsight license, name of 
LEA, and emails of those needing 
license 

• Work with an awesome charter school 
colleague at a SCSB authorized school? 
Nominate them for Employee of the 
Month at 
https://forms.gle/dtEGG9EdnGkjrHP7A  

 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfDHrdbmUUuuGIewPXEeZstDZ3Y2-O_eCCUMGK30zUQ3krldg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfDHrdbmUUuuGIewPXEeZstDZ3Y2-O_eCCUMGK30zUQ3krldg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfDHrdbmUUuuGIewPXEeZstDZ3Y2-O_eCCUMGK30zUQ3krldg/viewform
https://www.utahscsb.org/mentoring
mailto:Marie.Steffensen@schools.utah.gov
https://utahscsb.org/school-spotlights
http://training.auditor.utah.gov/courses/open-and-public-meetings-act-2019
http://training.auditor.utah.gov/courses/open-and-public-meetings-act-2019
mailto:amber.hellstrom@schools.utah.gov
https://forms.gle/dtEGG9EdnGkjrHP7A
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