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Mission  
The mission of Advantage Arts Academy, in alignment with the Beverley Taylor Sorenson Arts Learning 
Program, is to effectively increase our students’ performance in every subject, as well as improve 
students’ core academic capacity, emotional well-being, arts awareness, and social skills. 

 
Founding Board Members Present at Interview 
Jodi Hart Wilson 
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Chris Finley 
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Not Recommended for Approval 

Overall Rating: Partially Met 

Summary 
The Advantage Art’s board located a market that supports the need for a school. This board demonstrated 
a strong understanding of public school obligations and operations. However, during the interview the 
board lacked cohesiveness and presented potential conflicts of interest which may lead to diminished 
input in voting capacity. Empirical data supporting the benefits of an arts integration program was 
presented. Even so, a compelling need for a school based on the Beverly Taylor Sorenson Arts program 
was not communicated.  

Analysis 
The readers feel that the governing board lacked cohesiveness and presented potential conflicts of 
interest.  During the interview, the board appeared to have fundamental philosophical disagreements and 
frequently contradicted statements made by each other.  These differences would need to be resolved in 
order for the board to function successfully.  Furthermore, concerns regarding conflicts of interest arose 
as the financial coordinator stated that he would recuse himself on all financial matters.  It does not seem 
viable for the financial coordinator to be uninvolved in financial matters. 

The overall mission and vision statements are not compelling, particularly outside of the BTSAG grant.  It 
is not clear why the school would be a benefit to the community compared to schools that are already 
using the program as it currently exists.  In addition, readers had concern over the manageability of the 
BTSAG being able to be fully implemented due to logistical constraints. For example, the facilities do not 
match the vision as only one arts classroom will be physically present to start and potentially only one 
more being added per year.  Parents and students may be disappointed to find that the mission statement 
is not fulfilled and that the vision is lacking within the curriculum. 

Research was not thoroughly conducted.  The board continually stated that they would need to do further 
research.  This research should have been conducted prior to the submission of the application. 

The readers feel that this proposal partially meets the standard for approval. 
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