
State Charter School Board 
Amendment Request 
 

Updated 2012 

AMENDMENT REQUEST 
 

Utah State Charter School Board 
 
 

Charter schools are public schools governed by independent boards and held accountable to a legally binding written 
contractual agreement. The Utah State Charter School Board (SCSB) is charged with authorizing, monitoring, evaluating, 
and holding accountable charter schools to compliance with federal and state laws, rules, and regulations, and their 
contractual agreement. If a time comes when a charter school governing board requires a change to its charter, then a 
charter may be modified by mutual agreement of the chartering entity and the governing body of the school. 
 
Amendment requests, including all required attachments and supporting documentation, are due electronically no later 
than three weeks prior to the upcoming State Charter School Board meeting. A schedule of State Charter School Board 
meetings can be found at http://schools.utah.gov/charterschools/State-Charter-School-Board.aspx.  Incomplete requests 
will not be considered. 
 
1. Charter School: Open High School of Utah        
 
2. Street Address: 9067 S. 1300 W. #303     Phone: (801) 721-6329   
 
3. City: West Jordan    Website: www.OpenHighSchool.org    
 
4. Governing Board Chair: Jen Christensen______________  Phone: (801) 560-4059   
 
5. Chief School Administrator: DeLaina Tonks    Phone: (801) 721-6329   
 
6. The Charter school is located in which school district? Statewide      
 
7. Attach all founders of the charter school (Attachment 1) 
 
8. Attach all duly elected or appointed governing board members of the school (Attachment 2) 
 
9. Requested amendment to charter (check all that apply). 
 

_____ Waiver from Board Rule(s) R277-____________________________________________ 
       (rule number and title) 

Describe why the waiver is necessary to meet the mission of the school and help the governing 
board meet its contractual agreement (Attachment 3) 

 
✕ Change to charter agreement section(s) Name Change Only – Throughout Charter Application 

        (section number and title) 
Briefly describe the specific changes to the charter agreement here and include redline version 
showing new additions and removed language (Attachment 3) 

 
_____ Expansion/Reduction of grades served or number of students ______________________ 

                 (new grades and students served) 
 
Will this expansion require a new facility or a structural addition to an existing facility? If so, 
provide a detailed facility plan (Attachment 3). 
 
 _____ Yes _____ No 
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10. a) Summary description of charter school, including school mission (limited to one page): 
 

The Open High School of Utah is a full-service online school that is committed to the use of 
open educational resources (OERs) for their curriculum.  This approach allows unprecedented 
levels of individualized instruction with a highly responsive, data-driven curriculum. 
 
Our mission is to use innovative technology, service learning, student-centered instruction and 
personal responsibility to empower students to succeed. 
 
Belief Statements: 
o We believe that all students should have an education tailored to their specific needs, 

regardless of ability or disability. 
o We will prepare our students for the modern, technology driven world. 
o We believe in a flexible, constantly evolving curriculum based on best practices and 

current research. 
o We believe in personal responsibility and self-advocacy. 
o We believe that service learning, ethics, and community involvement are vital to student 

achievement. 
o We believe that students, parents, and teachers are all part of the educational team. 
o We believe in sharing our open education resources with students, parents and teachers 

alike across the world. 
 

b) Which grades and how many students does the school serve? 
 

Open High School of Utah is authorized to serve students in grades 7-12.  OHSU had an 
October 1, 2012 Enrollment of 334 students in grades 9-12. 

 
c) Does the charter school’s grade configuration align with the local school district configuration? 
 

OHSU is a virtual school and therefore serves students throughout the state having varying 
grade configurations.  OHSU chose a 7-12 grade configuration to best meet the needs of all 
junior high and high school students in the state of Utah. 

 
d) Percentage of ethnic minority students at charter school and resident district. 
 

As reported on the October 1, 2012 Count, 10.5% of the current OHSU student body is 
composed of minority students.  OHSU is a statewide online charter school and does not have 
a resident district. 

 
e) Percentage of economically disadvantaged students at charter school and resident district: 
 

As reported on the October 1, 2012 Count, 14% of the current OHSU student body is 
economically disadvantaged. OHSU is a statewide online charter school and does not have a 
resident district. 

 
f) Percentage of special education students at charter school and resident district: 
 

As reported in 2012, 10.5% of the current OHSU student body is comprised of special 
education students. OHSU is a statewide online charter school and does not have a resident 
district. 
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 g) Additional information you would like the SCSB to consider: 
 

FACULTY & ADMINISTRATION 
 
The Open High School of Utah is an award-winning full-service virtual charter school. The 
school will serve students statewide in grades 7-12 as well as participate in the Statewide 
Online Education Program. Seventh and eighth grade students will be added in the 2013-2014 
school year. 
 
Open High School accepted the Best of State Award for Curriculum Development in June 
2011 and the 2012 Best Charter School award. Open High was also featured as the eSchool 
News School of the Month for outstanding use of integrated technology and best practices in 
online schools. 
 
The Open High School of Utah employs the equivalent of 20.5 certified faculty, 
administrators and staff from all over the great state of Utah. The Open High team includes the 
2010 Charter Educator of the Year, Sarah Weston, the first online instructor to receive this 
prestigious award. Additionally, OHSU is pleased to employ Amy Pace, 2010 Presidential 
STEM Award Winner who is also touted as one of the Top Five Online Teachers in the nation 
and the 2013 recipient of the Governor's Medal of Excellence in STEM Teaching. 
 
In 2012, the United States Distance Learning Association awarded an unprecedented three 
medals to Open High faculty members Jessica Mordecai, Amy Wadsworth and Laura Hansen 
in 2012. Emily Andersen and DeLaina Tonks were awarded national fellowships with the 
Institute for the Study of Knowledge Management in Education, followed by a 2013 invitation 
to Sara Layton. Seventeen of the thirty-one faculty and administrators have advanced degrees. 
 
Additionally, OHSU secured a USTAR grant for $66,400 per year for three years starting 
2011. The grant will support enhancing student learning in STEM classes. The anticipated 
results from participating in the USTAR program include higher test scores, lower class sizes, 
better articulation between secondary and higher education career paths, and grater 
compensation for STEM teachers. Currently, OHSU ranks 31st in the state based on CRT 
scores. 

 
11. What makes the charter school unique or needed? 
 

Open High School of Utah offers an online option for parents and students. OHSU provides a 
greater level of student-teacher and student-student interaction than Utah’s Electronic High 
School. OHSU also offers a more flexible and responsive curriculum than Utah Virtual 
Academy or Connections Academy for those students who require a different approach. 

 
12. Is the schools’ curriculum fully aligned with the Utah Core Curriculum?  If not, in what areas does the 

school deviate from the Core? 
 

The school’s curriculum is fully aligned with the Utah State Core Curriculum and is following 
the USOE timeline for the implementation of the new Utah Core Curriculum. 

 
13. Specifically, how does the school address the needs of students with disabilities who need Special 

Education services? 
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OHSU is committed to providing quality instruction to all students and believes every student 
should have an equal opportunity to receive an education. All students at OHSU are provided 
a free and appropriate public education, including students with disabilities. OHSU’s teachers 
assess each student on a continuous basis to determine each student’s particular strengths and 
weaknesses as well as reviewing student’s files. 
 
OHSU offers students with disabilities a continuum of placement and services based on their 
IEP. All special education students will receive support, remediation, modifications, and 
consultation services. OHSU is committed to providing special education services that meets 
the needs of students with disabilities. OHSU employs a full-time special education teacher 
and contracts out with an independent company to provide additional necessary staff (i.e., 
Special Education Director, related service providers (speech, PT). OHSU is currently in their 
second year of the Special Education Monitoring system, UPIPS (Utah Performance 
Improvement Planning System). 
 
OHSU will follow all the requirements of the Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA) 2004 
and Utah Special Education Rule and has in effect a Special Education Policies and 
Procedures Manual, approved by the USOE in January of 2010. This Manual ensures students 
with disabilities or suspected disabilities will be identified, evaluated, and provided 
appropriate educational services and/or accommodations within the definitions of IDEA 2004, 
ADA, and Section 504. Within the timeline requirements of the IDEA, OHSU’s Special 
Education Program is outlined in this Manual. Specifically, the following areas are addressed: 
 
1. General Provisions (Program Description); 
2. Identification, Location, and Evaluation of Students (Child Find, Referral, Evaluation, Re- 

Evaluation, Eligibility Determination including SLD Classification, and Eligibility 
Classifications); 

3. IEP Development and Service Delivery (IEP Team Participants, IEP Development and 
Content, LRE, Initial Placement, IEP Changes, Transition Services, and LRBI); 

4. Procedural Safeguards for Students and Their Parents (Parental Participation, Independent 
Education Evaluation (IEE), Written Prior Notices, Dispute Resolution, Surrogate Parents, 
Confidentiality, and Discipline); 

5. LEA Eligibility and Responsibilities (Assessment and Reporting, Public Posting, Ensuring 
Services, Supervision, Personnel Standards, Early Intervening Services, and Caseloads); 
and 

6. Students with Disabilities in Other Settings (Private and Public School Placements). This 
Manual ensures the appropriate implementation of special education services and is to be 
used in coordination with the Utah State Board of Education Rules (August 2007) 
incorporating USOE’s Special Education Guidelines (August 2008) for Specific Learning 
Disabilities (SLD), Least Restrictive Behavioral Interventions (LRBI), and Caseloads as 
set forth. OHSU’s Special Education Policies and Procedures Manual is available via the 
School’s Policy Binder and at the USOE. 

 
14. Provide a copy of current approved fiscal year budget and next year’s projected budget using same 

format as required AFR budget (Attachment 4). 
 
15. Provide a summary of most recent state academic information from the Public School data gateway 

(Attachment 5). You may attach additional academic information if desired. 
 
16. Who performs the financial accounting for the school and what are his/her credentials for accounting? 

(Attach resume – Attachment 6) 
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17. Provide the name and title of district personnel to whom you provided a copy of your entire 

amendment request, as well as the date of contact. 
 

Since OHSU is a statewide online charter school, the amendment request was disseminated 
statewide in February 2013. 
 

 
 
             
Charter School Board Representative Signature    Date 
 
 
             
Charter School Principal/Director     Date 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 

OHSU Founding Members 
 

The following individuals are designated to receive founder status of Open High School of Utah and were 
instrumental in the start up and founding of OHSU. 
 

Justin Ball 
Bekin Gur 

Kurt Johnson 
Gary Lopez 

Fred Mednick 
Brandon Maramatsu 

Marat Ozoglu 
Brett Shelton 
David Wiley 
Elaine Wiley 
Phil Windley 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
 

OHSU Governing Board of Directors 
 

The following individuals are duly elected and are currently appointed members of the Governing Board of 
Directors for Open High School of Utah. 
 

Jen Christensen, Co-Chair 
Kelley Broadbent, Co-Chair & Secretary 

Bart Barker, Financial Coordinator 
Gwendolyn Smith, Board Member 

David Wiley, Board Member 
Deidre Hendersen, Board Member 

 
 



State Charter School Board 
Amendment Request 
 

Updated 2012 

ATTACHMENT 3 
 

Requested Amendments to Charter 
 

Changes to the Charter Application include changing the name throughout from Open High School of Utah to 
Mountain Heights Academy. 
 
Open High School of Utah is requesting to change the name of the school to Mountain Heights Academy.  
Now that Open High School of Utah will be serving students in junior high, the school would like to update 
their name to be reflective of all grades.   
 
Open High School of Utah thoroughly vetted a variety of names and branding options.  The administration, 
staff, students, and Board took part in the name change process and are supportive of changing the name to 
Mountain Heights Academy. 
 
The Board of Directors selected the name Mountain Heights Academy because of its aspirational nature. Part 
of the success of our school comes from student progress; regardless of where a student is when they come to 
our school, the hope is to help them to advance and achieve greater heights. The visual aspect of the three 
mountain peaks shows movement and the desire to increase student academic achievement. 
 
One of the reasons the board felt strongly about the Mountain Heights Academy name was that it lends itself 
very well to the Trailblazers mascot the Open High School of Utah has been using for the past three and a half 
years. 
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ATTACHMENT 4 
 

2012-2013 School Year Budget and 2013-2014 Projected School Year Budget 
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ATTACHMENT 5 
 

Academic Information 
 

Provided below are snapshots of the most recent state academic information available on the Utah Public 
School Data Gateway through the USOE.  
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SERVICE LEARNING 
 
OHSU is a Service Learning School.  Students are asked to perform twenty-five (25) hours of service per 
semester.  Each teacher implements at least one service-learning lesson in his/her curriculum, which generally 
involves an activity, fieldtrip or outreach program. Fifteen students were recipients of individual President's 
Volunteer Service Awards, and 83 students qualified for the group Gold award. In our third year, OHSU 
students, faculty, board members, and parents logged 12,661 hours providing service in various areas, 
including: Entertainment Kits for Hospitalized Children at Primary Children’s, Deer Creek State Park Clean 
Up, Halloween Treat Bags for Springville Juvenile Justice Services, Veterans History Project, Toys for 
Tots/Treats for Troops, National Reading Day Activity at local elementary schools, Valentines for Veterans at 
Midtown Manor nursing home, and a service project at The Road Home. 
 
CRITERION REFERENCED TEST SCORES 
 
The tables below show a comparison of CRT scores between Open High School and the overall State 
proficiency levels.  With the exception of our first year in operation (2009-2010), OHSU CRT proficiency 
levels have been higher than the state average.  It should be noted that the results for the 2009-2010 school 
year were for ninth grade students only; 2010-2011 results included 9th and 10th grades, with 2011-2012 
including grades 9-12.  The impact of adding additional grades is significant, making multiple year 
comparisons difficult. 
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ATTACHMENT 6 
 

Financial Accountant 
 

The below resume is for Brad Taylor, the CEO of Academica West who performs the financial accounting for 
Open High School of Utah. 
 
 
Brad Taylor 
352 North Flint Street      Telephone:  (801) 444-9378 
Kaysville, UT 84037       Email:   brad@academicawest.com 
 
Education Weber State University - Ogden, Utah 

Masters of Accountancy Degree–May 2004 
Bachelor of Arts Degree–May 2003  
Major: Accounting     Minor: Spanish 
Cumulative GPA: 3.98    Major GPA: 3.98 

Educational 
Highlights 

Goddard MPAcc Scholar – Top Three Post-Graduate Ranking 
Goddard Scholar – Top Ten Business School Graduate 
Member of Beta Gamma Sigma scholastic fraternity 
Member of Deloitte & Touche University Case Seminar–2003 

Work Experience 

2004 – April 2005 

Deloitte & Touche - Salt Lake City, UT 

Audit Staff – Field work and preparation of annual financial 
statements for companies both publicly and privately traded.  Tested 
inventory, A/R, A/P, long-term liabilities, and cash as presented on 
balance sheets. 

Work Experience 
April 2005 - Present 

Academica West - Kaysville, Utah 
Controller - Responsible for oversight of all accounting activities. 
Oversee annual audits and preparation of financial statements for 11 
charter schools currently in operation.  Organize and comply with all 
state financial reporting requirements.  Manage schools’ cash flows 
and budgeting in coordination with corresponding principals and 
board members.     

Skills and Abilities Strong interpersonal skills with a superior understanding of audit 
processes and non-profit businesses.  Able to organize and oversee a 
staff that responds to accounting needs of charter schools, including, 
but not limited to, payroll, accounts payable, budgeting, cash flow 
management, state and IRS reports, and so forth.   Experienced in 
QuickBooks and other accounting programs.  Strong understanding 
of state reporting requirements.  Fluent in Spanish. 

 


